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“We must trust in the mighty power of
God’s mercy. We are all sinners, but
His grace transforms us and makes us
new.” - Pope Benedict XVI

Entrance Antiphon: Rejoice, Jerusalem,
and all who love her. Be joyful, all who
were in mourning; exult and be satisfied at her consoling

breast.

First Reading 1 Samuel 16:1, 6-7, 10-13

A reading from the first book of Samuel

The Lord said to Samuel, ‘Fill your horn with oil and go. I am
sending you to Jesse of Bethlehem, for I have chosen myself a
king among his sons.” When Samuel arrived, he caught sight of
Eliab and thought, ‘Surely the Lord’s anointed one stands there
before him,’ but the Lord said to Samuel, ‘Take no notice of his
appearance or his height for I have rejected him; God does not
see as man sees; man looks at appearances but the Lord looks
at the heart.” Jesse presented his seven sons to Samuel, but
Samuel said to Jesse, ‘The Lord has not chosen these.” He then
asked Jesse, ‘Are these all the sons you have?’ He answered,
‘There is still one left, the youngest; he is out looking after the
sheep.” Then Samuel said to Jesse, ‘Send for him; we will not
sit down to eat until he comes.’ Jesse had him sent for, a boy of
fresh complexion, with fine eyes and pleasant bearing. The
Lord said, ‘Come, anoint him, for this is the one.’ At this,
Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed him where he stood
with his brothers; and the spirit of the Lord seized on David
and stayed with him from that day on.

The word of the Lord.

Responsorial Psalm Ps 22

R: The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want.
1. The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want. Fresh
and green are the pastures where He gives me repose. Near
restful waters He leads me, to revive my drooping spirit. R.

2. He guides me along the right path; He is true to His name. If
I should walk in the valley of darkness no evil would I fear.
You are there with Your crook and Your staff; with these You
give me comfort. R.

3. You have prepared a banquet for me In the sight of my foes.
My head You have anointed with oil; my cup is overflowing.
R.

4. Surely goodness and kindness shall follow me all the days of
my life. In the Lord’s own house shall I dwell for ever and
ever. R.

Second Reading Ephesians 5:8-14

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Ephesians

You were darkness once, but now you are light in the Lord; be
like children of light, for the effects of the light are seen in

complete goodness and right living and truth. Try to discover
what the Lord wants of you, having nothing to do with the
futile works of darkness but exposing them by contrast. The
things which are done in secret are things that people are
ashamed even to speak of; but anything exposed by the light
will be illuminated and anything illuminated turns into light.
That is why it is said: Wake up from your sleep, rise from the
dead, and Christ will shine on you.

The word of the Lord.

Gospel Acclamation John 8:12

Glory to You, Word of God, Lord Jesus Christ! I am the
light of the world, says the Lord; whoever follows Me will
have the light of life. Glory to You, Word of God, Lord
Jesus Christ!

Gospel John 9:1, 6-9, 13-17, 34-38 (Longer form 9:1-41)

A reading from the holy Gospel according to John

As Jesus went along, He saw a man who had been blind from
birth. He spat on the ground, made a paste with the spittle, put
this over the eyes of the blind man and said to him, ‘Go and
wash in the Pool of Siloam’ (a name that means ‘sent’). So the
blind man went off and washed himself, and came away with
his sight restored.

His neighbours and people who earlier had seen him begging
said, ‘Isn’t this the man who used to sit and beg?’ Some said,
“Yes, it is the same one.’ Others said, ‘No, he only looks like
him.” The man himself said, ‘I am the man.’

They brought the man who had been blind to the Pharisees. It
had been a sabbath day when Jesus made the paste and opened
the man’s eyes, so when the Pharisees asked him how he had
come to see, he said, ‘He put a paste on my eyes, and I washed,
and I can see.” Then some of the Pharisees said, ‘This man
cannot be from God: He does not keep the sabbath.” Others
said, ‘How could a sinner produce signs like this?’ And there
was disagreement among them. So they spoke to the blind man
again, ‘“What have you to say about Him yourself, now that He
has opened your eyes?’ ‘He is a prophet’ replied the man.

‘Are you trying to teach us,’ they replied, ‘and you a sinner
through and through, since you were born!” And they drove
him away.

Jesus heard they had driven him away, and when He found
him He said to him, ‘Do you believe in the Son of Man?’ ‘Sir,’
the man replied ‘tell me Who He is so that [ may believe in
Him.” Jesus said, ‘You are looking at Him; He is speaking to
you.” The man said, ‘Lord, I believe’, and worshipped Him.
The Gospel of the Lord.

Communion Antiphon: The Lord anointed my eyes: [ went, I
washed, I saw and I believed in God.

Scripture readings from the Jerusalem Bible



PARISH OFFICE HOURS THIS WEEK
Mon, 16 March & Fri, 20 March - 8am to 1pm
Tues, 17 March - 8am to 12pm
MASS INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK
We pray for: Repose of all those whose death anniversary oc-
curs at this time; Repose of all souls in Purgatory.

the Recently Deceased: Rachel Shortt.

the sick: Bernice Murray, Jennifer Wheeler, Christina O’Brien,
Chris Perceval, Julie Daley, Christopher Pay, Lara Bentley, Eliza-
beth Albany, Fr David Crabb, Rebecca Lane, Brian Barker, and
all the sick members of our parish. Please contact the Parish
Office to add/remove names to/from the Sick List and if you
know a sick parishioner who would appreciate a visit from
the priest.

LITURGY THIS WEEK

Mon 16th: No Mass — Church open 8am to 1pm

Tues 17th:  8.30am Rosary, 9.00am Holy Mass

Wed 18th: 6.30am Holy Mass

Thurs 19th: 11.30am Rosary, 12 Noon Holy Mass, 12.30pm
Holy Hour, 12.45pm-1.30pm Confession

Fri 20th: 8.45am Rosary, 9.30am HTS Yr 6D Mass at SH,
4.30pm Holy Hour, 5pm Confession, 5.30pm
Stations of the Cross

Sat 21st: 3pm Sunhaven Visit, 3.30pm Holy Mass - Ashford
4pm Confession, 4.30pm Rosary, 5pm Holy Mass
(followed by St Patrick’s Concert)

Sun 22nd:  8am Confession, 8.30am Rosary, 9am Holy Mass

PLANNED GIVING PROGRAM FOR THE SUPPORT OF THE
CLERGY AND THE PARISH
1st Collection: Presbytery (for support of priest)
BSB 082105 Account No. 001023550
Account Name: Sacred Heart Presbytery Inverell Savings Ac.
2nd Collection: Church upkeep, maintenance, expenses
BSB 082105 Account No. 001013072

Account Name: Sacred Heart Parish Inverell

For those on the Planned Giving Program could you please
guote your surname and envelope number for the reference.

PARISH NOTICES & EVENTS
UPCOMING PARISH EVENTS
Liturgy Committee: Sat 14 March 2026, 9.00am
Men’s Breakfast: Wed 8 April 2026, 8.30am Aussie Café
Sunday Morning Tea: Sun 12 April 2026, after Mass
Finance Committee: Wed TBA 2026, 4.00pm

Altar Society Roster For March: Holy Trinity Team

Reflection: This Sunday’s reflection may be read on the parish
website (Resources>Parish News) or on the parish Facebook
page on Sunday morning.
Choir Practice for Holy Week and Easter
There will be choir practice at 5.30pm in the Church each
Wednesday. All are welcome to join.
Laetare Sunday

The fourth Sunday of Lent marks the halfway point of our
preparation for Easter and is celebrated with rose vestments
instead of the usual violet. Laetare means “to rejoice” in Latin,

and the lighter vestments signify a brief celebration in
expectation of Easter, even in the midst of Lent.

Tenancy at St Mary’s Units, Inverell
The Sacred Heart Conference of the St Vincent de Paul
Society in Inverell is compiling a list of people who are
interested in taking up a tenancy at the St Mary’s Units at 2-
8 Oswald Street, Inverell. The criteria to become a tenant
are as follows:
+ All applicants must be over the age of 55.
+ All Applicants must be in receipt of Centrelink Benefits.
+ All Applicants must be registered on the NSW Government

Social Housing list.

This is not a priority list. A decision is made based on
individual needs when a vacancy becomes available. Please
contact Josephine Kelly on 0407 209 042 if you would like to
add your name to the list.

Solemnities of Saint Patrick and Saint Joseph

The feast day of St Patrick is a Solemnity in Australia
celebrated on March 17, and the feast day of St Joseph,
spouse of the Blessed Virgin Mary, is a Solemnity celebrated
on March 19 throughout the Universal Church. As these
feasts are days of celebration in the Church, the faithful are
not required to observe any Lenten penances, such as
fasting or abstinence.

St Patrick’s Day Concert
All parishioners are invited to attend the St Patrick’s Concert
that will be held after the 5pm Mass on Saturday 21 March.
Please bring your best singing voice and a plate of delicacies
to share! Please put your name on the RSVP form at the
Church entrances if you will attend for the sausage sizzle
catering purposes. RSVP Sunday 15 March 2026.

Palms for Palm Sunday
- We are in need of palm branches for Palm
Sunday. Branches up to 2ft in length are
preferred, such as the one in the picture. Could
you deliver the branches to the church by Fri 27 March.

Safeguarding Workshop - 15 March
This Sunday there will be a safeguarding workshop after the
9am Mass and morning tea. All parishioners involved in a
ministry role are required to attend this workshop or the
one on Tuesday 24 March at 9.30am.
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Sunday Missal (Red Missal) for Sunday Mass:

* Proper of Mass, Pg 208

* Preface of the Fourth Sunday of Lent Pg 34

* Eucharistic Prayer No. 1, Pg 61 or No. 3 Pg 72
Weekday Missal (Blue Missal) for Weekday Masses:
Fourth Week of Lent commences on Pg 221



